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And the Prophets, do they live for ever? 


O which Queſtion propos d to the Fews in 
the Name of God, the preſent Sad Solem- 
nity gives too ſenſible an Auſwer; and lets 
us know, that the Prophets, the Meſſengers 
of the Lord of Hoſts, are no more exempt 
from Death than other men; tho' it may be, they are leſs. 
ſurprix d at its approach. We are met together here to 
pay our laſt Duties to our dear Brother, lately the Worthy 
Paſtor of this Pariſh; and I now in his room, ſpeak to 
yon from that Pulpit from which He had for many Years 
diſpens d to you «2 Word of Life ; and what 1 now deli- 
ver, you may receive as his Legacy to, and dying Thoughts 
for you. May God Almighty bring it home to your. 
Hearts, fix it in your Minds, and make it bring forth 
fruit in your Lives and Converſations. 

The Occaſion of the Qzeſtion propos'd in the Text, 
was this The Fews, who had been God's peculiar Peo- 
ple, choſen out of the reſt of the World, and bleſſed, even 

to the Envy of their Neighbours, with all Bleſſings Spi- 
ritual and Temporal ; who had Laws given them by God 
himſelf, ſo Kind, ſo Rational, ſo Wife, ſo particularly 
adapted to their State and Condition in the World, that 
had they but obſery'd them carefully, they would have 
been at once the Terror and Admiration of the Heathen: 
A 3 Theſe 


A 


Theſe ungrateful People, among whom the God of their Fa. © 
thers had fixt his awful Name, fell ſcandalouſly from that 
Obedience due to him, after a thouſand inconteſtable 
Evidences, that He, their ancient Friend and Protector, 
was the only true God, and that there was none other be- 
ſide him; they went a whoring after other Gods, the ima- 
ginary Deities of their uninſtructed Neighbours. For 
this Folly and Ingratitude God had ſeveral times laſh'd 
them juſtly, by letting their Enemies prevail againſt | 
them, and keep them in a grievous Subjection to their 
Tyranny. But till as they came to themſelves, and 
remember'd him who had done ſo great things for them in 
former Ages, God was pleaſed to raiſe them up Judges 
and Deliverers, who by Divine Aſſiſtance, . reſcued them 
from the hands of their cruel Enemies,, gave them Peace 
and Quietneſs ; and crown'd their. Wiſhes at laſt, by gi- _ 
ving them Xings, ſome of which were inferior in Glory 
to none of the Greateſt Monarchs of. the Univerſe, * 
But the Taint of Idolatry had reached the very Hearts 
of this People; and all God's ordinary Chaſtiſements not 
having throughly cur'd them of that Plague of the heart, 
he reſolved to deal with them in a ſeverer- way; ſo he 
deliver'd them, their Aings, their Princes and their Pro- | 
phets, into the hands of Nebuchadaezzar King of Babylon; 
and he, not only made them his Servants, but, after the 
Ruin of their Country, did as Salmanaſſer had done by 
the Ien Tribes before, and carry'd them away Captives 
into the heart of his own Dominions. They had no- 
Exck, ++. no more a Land flowing with wilt and honey, which mas. 
6. the Glory of all Lands, in their poſſeſſion; but they fat 
al 437 down by the Waters of Babylon, there they hung their 
1 2 mournful Harps upon the Willows, and there they wept 
when they remembred the Deſolations of Sion. 4 


uneral Sermon, &C, 


„%“ 


— 


2 


err ee = 


mins bas wand e e of 


1 nnn n 1 n ay AM. 


: 
3 
3 
* 7 
18 , % 
4 
| 
> 
* 
, 


BS 


- -# 
22 
. 
5 


' potency of the Gods of the Heathens, nor the Power of 
ſaw their Sorrows, He deliver'd them and brought them 


| knowledgments from them. 


| with after their Reſtoration, and ſomewhat of a Coverous 
and Oppreſſing Humour creeping inſenſibly upon them, 


l half - ſmothered Flames, and to make them go on cheerful- 


a | with God—— The Lord, ſays he, has been ſore diſpleaſed 
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This Captivity cur d them entirely of that 7dolatry they 
had been infected with; They no longer doubted the In. 


their Own, They ſaw that his Vengeance was not to be 
trifled with, and that none of thoſe Idols whom They had 
addreſs'd themſelves to, were able to Deliver them our of 
his Hand; this made Them turn to and ſeek the God of 
their Fathers in earneſt, and He was found of Them He 


back to their Dear Native Country, and made all thoſe who p. eG 
had led them away Captive, to pity them : He remov'd thoſe 46 
Impediments to their Honour and Safety, which their En- 
vious Neighbours had laid in their way ; He ſhow'd him- 
ſelf a God near at hand to them, and expected ſuitable 4c- 


Thoſe Troubles and Diſappointments which they met 


ſome were diſcouraged, and others grew very cold in 
building the Temple of God; when it pleaſed God to ſtir 
up the Spirits of ſuch Men as Ezra and Nehemiah to revive 
and regulate their dying Zeal ; and that their Endea- 
vours might be the more ſucceſsful, he commiſſions his | 
Prophets Haggai and Zechariah to blow up again their _ ” 


ly with ſo great an Undertaking. | 
Zechariah begins his Diſcourſe to them in the Name of 
God, with a Remembrance of the State they had been in 


with your Fathers. This a terrible Experience had 
convinced them of: Well, but God was now become gra- pfl. g, f 
cious to his Land, and had turn d again the Captivity of Ja- 
cob; And whatAcknowledgments did he expect from them 
for all his Goodneſs : That follows Turn ye * me, 

ait h 
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ſaith the Lord of Hoſts : And would he not reward them 

abundantly if they did ſo? Yes, for — Thea 7 will turm 

unto you, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts God had done great © 

things for them already, for which they could not but rejoice ; 

Pfal. 126. in bringing them home to their own Land, and in pro- 

4 tecting them from the inveterate Spite of their malicious 

Neighbours: But, on the Condition propos d, he'd yet 

come nearer to them; he'd remove thoſe Judgments | 

with which he had viſited their preſent Negligence, im- | 

Hoe, 1.9. porting Famine and Scarcity ; and make this ſecond Temple, | 

how mean ſoever rhe Circumſtances of the Builders were, | 

more glorious than the former : Not as the Socinians Dream, 

by the Munificence of Herod, but— by his ſudden coming 

to the Temple, whom they ſought, The Lord, even the Meſſenger 

the Covenant whom they delighted in, as the Propher tells 
them. 

Our Prophet here adviſes the preſent Generation, not to 
be as their Fathers, a perverſe and ſtubborn Crew, ſuch as 
ro whom God ſent his Meſſengers in vain, ſaying, Thus ' 
ſaith the Lord, Turn ye from your Evil Ways, and from your 
Evil Doings : But they did not hear nor hearken unto me, ſaith 
the Lord. Upon which immediately follows Tour 
Fathers, Where are they? And the Prophets, do they live 
for ever > As if God ſhould have faid — 

* Your Fathers were frequently warn'd by thoſe Pro- 
phets whom I ſent to them, what the Event of their Im- 
* pietics would be, but ſtill they refuſed to Reform; they 
had no Regard to my Prophets nor to Me. And what 
was the Conſequence of this Contempt: Did not my | 
Fords and my Statutes which I commanded my Servants the | 


* Prophets, did not they take hold of your Fathers? Did not all 
thoſe Judgments with which they threatned them, in 

* Caſe of Diſobedience, really overtake them? did they ph 
not periſh in their Sins? And yet did they not confeſs 


the 
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the Equity of my Dealings with them? And for the 
” © Prophets, can Jou, any more than your Fathers, ex- 
© © pect chat they ſhould be always ſent to you 2 Thar 
they ſhould always be expos'd to the Abuſes and Al- 


* fronts of Gainſayers ? Alas! the Spirit of Prophecy is 
now Declining ; One more, it may be, You may ſee af- 


© rerTheſe who now ſpeak to You, and do You expect that 
Ve or Theſe ſhould live for ever? That they thould al- 
ways be calling uponYou to turn from Your Evil Ways? 
f Nothing can be more vain or more unreaſonable than ſuch 
2 Hope. But, tho the Prophets may Dye, My Word 
* © continues firm; what I have promiſed to the Obedient ſhall 
' © be certainly made good, and what I have threatned ſhall 
aas certainly be inflicted on the Diſobedient ; therefore 
' *tho your Prophets may dye, be ye careful to remember 
* © their Words, and doubt not but they'll be accompliſh'd 
* as certainly as if they were (till living, and {till repeating. 
them: And let the conſideration of this move you to 
* *rurn from your Evil Ways, and to the Lord your 
God, that he may turn to you, and have Mercy upon 
* you. 


This being the General Meaning of the Words, to 


| make them farther uſeful to us, we ſhall conſider only 
Two Things. 


I. Who are meant by the Prophets in this Text: 


II. What Influences the Obſervation of their Mortality 
ought to have upon a Religious and a Thouzhtful 
People ? | 


I. We are to conſider who are here meant by the Pro- 


| phets ? And by Them we are to underſtand, 


B i. And 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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1. And Primarily, Such Perſons as were immediately in- 
ſpir'd by God to foretell things to come, and who had God's 


Will Revealed to them, ſometimes in Dreams, ſometimes © 


by Viſions, ſome clearer, ſome more dark and obſcure; ſome- 
times by Converſe with Angels, or Audible Voices from Hea- 
ven, and ſometimes by extraordinary 7/uminati:ns of the 
Mind. Such as theſe, were Moſes, Deborah, Samuel, Na- 
than, Abhijah, Elijah, Eliſha, Fahaziel, and all thoſe calPd 
the Greater and the Leſſer Prophets, whoſe Writings com- 
poſe the Body of the 0/4Teftament ; and ſuch were Agabus 
and all the Apoſtles under the New Teſtament, and ſeveral 
of their Succeſſors for ſome ſucceeding Ages: And with 
Reſpect to Theſe was that Saying to be underſtood 


Surely theLord will do Nothing , but he Revealeth his Secret 


unto his Servants the Prophets 

Thus we find that all the Prophets of this ſort foretold 
the ſeveral Fudements which God had determin'd to bring 
upon Sinful Churches and Nations; ſometimes darkly in- 
deed, and in Obſcure Expreſſions ; ſometimes very plain- 
ly and intelligibly. As theſe Prophecies related to the A 
raelitiſh State, and to that of their Neighboyrs, as they re- 
lated to thoſe Four Mighty Monarchies of Babylon, Perfia, 


Greece and Rome: So they have been punctually fulfill'd, 


and their Accompliſhment may eaſily be traced through ſe- 
veral Jewiſh, Heathen and Chriſtiau Hiſtorians; and no 
doubt but what till remains to be fulfill'd, will be as le- 
gible and obvious to After - Ages. The ſame I rophets were 
as fully inſtructed in thoſe Bleſſings deſign'd for any People, 


and more particularly they every where foretold the | 


Coming of the Meſſias, and all the Glories attending his King- 
dom. 5 


Theſe 
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and State had generally all Conveniencies provided for 


their Liberal Education; ſuch were the Schools of the Pro- 
phets, as they are calPd ; where Young Men, under the 
Inſpection of their Elders and Superiors, were inſtructed 
in whatſoever was neceſſary to qualific them for a Divine 
Commiſſion ; happily imitated in this reſpect in our Tuo Fa- 
mous Univerſities, Piouſly ſettled, and Liberally endow'd 
for the Education of all the Lovers of True Religion and 
Solid Learning, that they may be able, on a Juſt Call, to 
ſupply all the Emergent Neceſſities both of Church and 
State. 

It's true, the Spirit works How, and Where it liſts, and 
could call ſuch a Man as Amos, One, it may be, of an 
Inferior Education, and ſend him to propheſie; and the 
Apoſtles were generally Men of the meaneſt Callings ; 
but where the Spirit choſe any ſuch, He gave them all 
thoſe Previous Qualifications in an /»ſtant, and at once, 
which the Prophets and their ordinary Teachers could but 
gradually infuſe into them; ſo that the Prophets and 4- 
poſtles had more Holy and Uſeful Learning beſtow'd upon 
them at once than all their Succeſſors in all Ages could 
ever pretend to. But, otherwiſe, God generally choſe 
ſuch as he thought fit to ſend upon Extraordinary Er- 
rands out of the Schools of the Prophets; as when he 
ſent the Young Man to anoint Fehu King of Iſrael, &c. 
God makes uſe of Ordinary Means for carrying on the Work of 
Religion where its already ſettled, and never deviates from 
them, but on the plaineſt and the weightieſt Reaſons. 


2. As the Text regards ſuch Prophets as we have been 


| _ deſcribing in the firſt place, fo it relates farther to Thoſe 


who were the Interpreters of the Laws of God to Others ; 
B 2 ſuch 


1. 


heſe Prophets, in the Settlement of the Fewiſh Church 2 Kings 


2 


2Kings g 
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ſuch were the Lawyers and Scribes mentioned ſo often in 
the Goſpels; ſuch were thole who afterwards, in the be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity, were the Preachers and Expound- | 
ers of the Goſpel ; this was the General Employment of | 


ſuch of the Sons of the Prophets who were not ſent out on 


I Sam. ! ©. 


5. 
x Sm. 19 


S 


ary Extraordinary Occaſions ; ſuch as theſe were thoſe who 
met Saul after he parted from Samuel; and ſuch were 
thoſe whom the ſame Prince found Samuel preſiding over 
at Naioth in Ramah ; they were taught by their Tutors 
what was the true Meaning and Importance of all Thoſe 
Rules for Faith and Practice which God had given to his 
People, that ſo when they came to be Inſtructors of 
others by a Lawful Commiſſion for that Purpoſe , they 
might neither be overpreſt by any Difficulties, nor pre- 
tend Ignorance for the Neglect of their Duties. 

The whole Order of Prieſts among the Jews were of this 
kind of Prophets; whence it's ſaid The Prieſt s Lips 
ſhould tee“ Knowledge, and Men ſhoulk ſeek the Law at his 
Mouth, for he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts 
Such a Prophet God calls 4braham, he being one of thoſe 
who inſtructed ſuch as were under his Care, to know 
and to obey the Will of God , and illuminated by the 
Spirit with Wiſdom and Underſtanding for that Purpoſe. 
Our Saviour meant theſe when he ſaid A Prophet is 
not without Honour, ſave in his own Countrey—— Zecharias 
declared his Sen {houid be One in the {ame ſenſe—— Thou 
Child ſhalt be called the Prophet of the Higheſt, for thou ſhalt 
8 before the Face of the Lora, to prepare his Ways. Not 

y foretelling things to come, or opening to the World 
a full Scene of the Approaching Ages But, by giving 
Knowledge of Salvation to his People by the Remiſſion of their 
Sins. Or, as it's elſewhere expreſied By turning 


the Hearts. of the Fathers to the Children, and the Diſobe- 
dient 


|; 


| prepar'd for the Lord. 
| fected only by Doctrine and Inſtruction, or by laying open 


when he bids the Corinthians 


| pheſre. 
who propheſieth ſpeaketh unto men to Edification, and 
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cent to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, and making reach a People 
Now theſe Things are to be ef— 


whatever appeard to be the Will of God, and tendring 


1 ir intelligible, and by removing all Impediments, and 
! rightly anſwering all ſuch Arguments as might ſeem to 


| lye againſt accepting the Bleſſed Feſus for the Promiſed 
| Meſſtas. 


Of theſe mens Way of Propheſying St. Paul ſpeaks, 


follow after Charity, 
aud defire Spiritual Gifts, but rather that ye may Pro- 


For, as he preſently explains himſelf, He 


Exhortation, and Comfort. 
who beſtows ſuch Underſtanding on Men, as by which 
they may be able to interpret God's Word our of 
Foreign Languages into ono better underſtood; or to 
render ſuch Things Plain and Eaſy, as, tho' expreſs'd 
in ordinary Language, have ſomething in the Receſs 
which is not ſo obvious to every Capacity. In the 


Eldeſt Ages of the Church the Spirit wrought in a 


Higher and more Irreſiſtible Manner in the Prophets : 
Their Work was Great, and requir'd Expedition ; they 
met with many unhappy Obſtacles, and wanted the 


Aſſiſtance of an Extraordinary Power to break through 
them. In the preſent Age, the Importance of Divine 


Truth is only ſpiritually to be diſcern'd, but the Or- 
d.nary Operations of the Spirit arc ſufficient to enable 
a Man to do his Work acceptably; and that no Con- 
fuſion might be in the Church, both in the former and 
our Days The Spirit of the Prophets ought to be, 


and if it be a Good Spirit, ever will be ſalject to the 
Such 


Prophets. 


1 Cor. 14. 


1. 


Ver 


It's the Spirit indeed 


3. 


4 
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Such Prophets are the Ordinary Lawful Diſpenſers of 
God s Hely Word and Sacraments in the Church Uni- 
verſal, and in that Branch of it in theſe Nations. The 
former Ages of the World were peſter d with Falſe 
Prophets, Men who ran without Order, who utter d H- 
ing Viſiens out of their own Heads, and cry'd, The Lord 
hath ſpoken, when the Lord had not ſent them ; and of 
ſuch we have many Pruitful Seminaries in theſe days, 
and at cur own Doors. The Ancient Prophets com- 
plain'd of them frequently; the Unhappy Fews were 
ruind by them. Of this Fraternity were thoſe famous 
Exorciſts, the Sons of Sceva, who to ſhew that they 
promoted the ſame Goſpel as the true Apoſtles did, ad- 
jur'd the Evil Spirit by the Name of that Feſus whom 
Paul preached; ſuch were the famous Church-Dividers, 
Enemies to the Principles of Love in former times; 
and ſuch are thoſe who, at this day, creep into Hou- 
ſes, and leading captive fily Nomen, and ſeducing in- 
conſiderate Men, endeavour to render our lamentable 
Breaches Eternal and Incurable. | 

Of a better Character are thoſe who, by the Door of true 
Charch-Diſcipline, enter into the Church of Chriſt among 
us; Who are not aſham'd to follow Order, and to ſubmit 
to the Dictates of their Superiors in al things lawful and 
honeſt; who can read the Scriptures and Ancient Writers 
of the Church without Modern Spectacles; and dare 
not, as ſome men do, ignorantly and impudently detract 
from the Honour of Ancient Heroes, who ſtrenuouſly 
defended the Truth as it is in Chriſt Feſus, againſt the. Nu- 
merous Swarms of Hereſies and *chiſmaticks in their times, 
and of whom many ſeal'd thoſe Truths which they de- 
fended with their Blood; and whoſe Memories will flou- 


riſh among all Learzed and Pious Men, and their 


Works 
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Works praiſe them in the gates, when the wretched Scrib- 
les of daring Schiſmaticks, ſhall, with their Names, be had 
in perpetual deteſtation. 

The Character of a True Prophet of this later ſort, be- 
long'd juſtly to this our Dear Brother, whoſe Funerals 
we now celebrate. He was appointed by God to be 
your Inſtructor, the Interpreter of God's Will and Word 
to you. He came in /awfully, and at the door, being 
roo ſenſible of Human Frailty and the Weight of the 
Paſtoral Office, to thruſt himſelf upon it without a Re- 
gular Call: He pretended not to dream Dreams, nor to 
ſee Viſſons, to aſſume to himſelf what was above kim; 
but as a modeſt Son of that Church which teaches all her 
Children the ſame Leſſon , He valued it as his greateſt 
Honour to be a humble Meſſenger of Jeſus Chriſt to you. 
He was fatisfy'd with God's Ordinary Call, that Method 
originally ſettled in this Church for the Edification of her 
Members; He was not 1o haſty as to out- run the Call 
of his Spiritual Fathers; nor ſo dull or cold as not to come 
in when call'd to work in the Vineyard of his Maſter. 
He Propheſy'd, he Preach d among you ; He laid down 
God's Will intelligibly before you, and had no reaſon 
to be aſham'd of his Work. 

But, Do the Prophets live for ever? Do thoſe who 
declare the glad Tidings of Salvation to a ſinſul People, 
maſter the Powers of Mortality? No: Our Brother, 
hour Prophet, as well as thoſe before him, is fallen aſleep. 
Let all then conſider, 


II. What I»fluence the Death of the Prophets, and of 
this our Dear Brother in particular, ought to have upon 4 
Religious and a Thoughtful People > The Generality of the 
blind and ignorant World make very few Refleſtions * 

the 
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the ſevereſt Diſpenſations of Providence; bur thoſe who 
give themſelves to Thinking, who love the Houſe where 
God's Honour and his Name dwells, will lay up ſuch things 
in their Hearts, ponder them in their private Retire- 
ments; and, to ſhew that they ſat not unprofitably at 
the Feet of a true Miniſter of the - Goſpel, they will 
learn from hence, 


1. To ſet a juſt Value upon their Perſons and their Cal- 
ling, while they enjoy them. Do the Prophets dye as well 
as others? And are they the Meſſengers of Heaven to 
miſerable Sinners > Are they employed under God, 70 
guide our feet into the way of Peace 2 Are they uſcful up- 
on ſuch Accounts, and certainly wanted when they 
dye? Surely then we ought to know them as grateful- 
ly while they live. If ſome of them dye, we ought 
to have the greater Eſteem for the Survivors. God 
might in juſtice remove all our Teachers out of this evil 
World; or he might remove them into Corners while they 
are in it: If they were ſo, we ſhould quickly long for 
them again; And is not their Merit the ſame when we 
have them, as when we loſe them? Are not our living 
Children the dearer to us when ſeveral of them have 
been taken away by the Stroke of Death? True Pro- 
phets, lawful Preachers do not ſpring up like Muſhrooms 
in a Night. A Feroboam indeed may heap up Pro- 
phets to himſelf of the vileſt of the People; bur a Jeho- 
ſhaphat, a Hezekiah, a Joſiah, who regard only the 
Prophets of the Lord, may find but One Eliſha, One 
Micaiah, One Iſaiah, or One Haldah, to enquire of the 
Lord by. | 


It's 


ſelf, tho he ſpake as never Man did, tho' rhe moſt 
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It's true, when Sin is at the greateſt Height, and 
the Prophets of God are moſt wanted, they are com- 
monly the moſt deſpis' d. When Jae! were zealous in 
the Service of their God, the Prephers of both Sorts 
{pent their Labours acceptably, and were highly re- 
verenced where they liv'd. Thus Moſes was King in 
eſhurun ; and Aaron and Miriam, he God's Holy One, 

and ſhe a Propheteſs, were, when they dy'd, as Moſes Numb. a0. 
was afterward, mourned for by all Jſrael thirty days ; ut; 

that the Regard they had for them while living might 8. 1 

not ſeem to have been buried with them when dead. 

Such Reſpects they ſhow'd to Deborah, to whom al] Judg 4.5. 

Iſrael came up for Judgment; and ſuch they ſhow'd to 

Samuel the Prophet ot the Lord; and even the Xing 

of Iſrael himſelf could mourn over the dying Eliſha. 2 Kings 

But when once Idolatry and all other Sins had pgot- '7 *'F 

ten the Aſcendant, then the Prophets of God had — 

Tryals of cruel Mockings and Scourgings, yea, moreover of 

Bonds and Inpriſonments. They were ſtoned, they were 

ſawn aſunder , they were tempted, were ſlain with the 

Sword; They wander d about in Sheep-skins and Goat- | 

Shins, being deſtitute, afflitted, tormented; They wander d _ * 

about in Deſarts and Mountains, and in Dens and Caves W 

of the Earth, as the Apoſtle informs us. Hence 

our Saviour lamented over Feruſalem in theſe Words; 

O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the Pro- Match. a3. 

phets, and ſtoneſt ſuch as are ſent unto thee ; How often * 

would I have gathered thy Children together, and ye 

would not! Sin, eſpecially in a harden d People, al- 

ways hates Reprovers : Whence our innocent Lord him- 


{harp-fighred of his Adverſaries could not convince 


him of Sin, yet was he, under the weight of ſhame- 
leſs 
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| lets Calumnies, perſecuted. to the cruel and ignomini- 
ous Death of the Croſs. 
The Fews indeed carried on their Bloody Humour 
very far, and ſo our Saviour had foretold ; Be- 
Marth 23. hold 7 ſend unto you Prophets, and Wiſe Men, and Scribes, 
34. and ſome of them ye ſhall kill and crucify, and ſome of 
them ſhall ye ſcourge in the Synagogue, and perſecute them 
from City to City. Of the Accompliſhment of which 
Prediction we have but too many Inſtances in the Hi. 
ftory of the Aits of the Apoſiles. But the Jews were 
not the only guilty People here; for the 7ruth was 
almoſt extinguiſhed by the ſame Barbarous Methods in 
both the Eaſtern and the Weſtern Churches, and more 
particularly in the /aſf. Where an Unmerciful Perſe- 
cution rais'd againſt Chriſt's true Prophets, the faithful 
Interpreters of his Goſpel among them , made Way 
for that dark Night of Superſtition and Idolatry; which 
was ſo palpable, that even thoſe who help'd to make 
it, began to ſtir themſelves and ſeck for Light. And 
it's no wonder that, when thoſe who are appointed 
to be the Lights of the World are put out, the whole 
ſhould be engaged in worſe than in Egyptian Dark- 
nels. | 

One would have thought that the zerrible Exam: 
ples of former Ages ſhould have taught the preſent more 
Wiſdom ; but fad Experience proves the contrary ; for 
now God's Prophets are call'd the Tools only of De- 
figning Politicians ; that Doctrine Which they Preach, 
and that Deſign which they carry on, Prieſt. Craft; 
and their Calling is above all things deſpis'd and ridi- 
cald. A Man, who has any Faith, is ſaid to want 
Senſe; and a Man of Conſcience, to be Prieſt. ridden. 
But as the World's Notions in this Point are impi- 


OUS 


J.. ˙˙ 6 woe =soa oof 7 : 


5 13 a — MS W K 


A Funeral Sermon, &c. 


ous and ablurd, ſo the Fruits of them are pernicious 
and execrabie. The Morality which ſuch Scoffers boaſt 
of is all over vicious, and would they but take theic 
Notions of Virtue from Ariſtotle himſelf, who certainly 
was not Prieſt-ridden, they'd ſcarce be able to trace 
any ore ſingle Virtue, as defined by him, among all 
the pretended Witty and Atheiſtical Crew. A Man 
need but open his eyes to be fatisfy'd of this Noto- 
rious Truth; or to be convinc'd that God's Prophets 
have a real Call from Heaven, and are his Agents in 
the World for Good; and that whenever he ſhall 
leaſe to call them all home to himſelf, the Micted. 


meſs of the wicked will ſoon come to an end, or be al- 


together ſwallowd up in the Ruins of the Uni- 
verſe. 

All Religious and Wiſe Men are very ſenſible of this, 
and therefore could wiſh that, not only their Xings 
and Queens, but that their Prophets might live for 
ever. They are ſtartled at that Malignant Humour 
which prevails ſo in every Place, and acknowledge 
God's Wonderful Long: ſuffering and Goodneſs, that 
He'll permit his Prophets ſtill to cry aloud, and not to 
ſpare , and command them to lift up their Voices like 
Trumpets, to ſhow Iſrael their Sins, and God's People 
their Tranſgreſſions: Such therefore will look upon 
their Callings as Divine, and their Perſons as Sacred. 
Not but that they may have their Fazlings as well 
as other Men; Hopbni and Phinehas, tho God s Prieſts, 
were a Scandal to his Houſe ; and Judas, tho One of 
the Choſen Twelve, was a Devil: And yet the Prieft- 
hood and the Apoſtolate both continued ſo Hoh by 
their Inſtitution, that a Sawcy Encroachment pon, or 
Contempt of either, may _—_ be Damnable Sacriledge. 

2 Nor 


A Funeral Sermon, &c. 


Feclei, 1 2, 
1. 


— 


Nor will the Daring Tempyer of impudent Sinners de- 
prive them of God's Fayour who do their Duties in 
ſuch Offices, nor the Scoffs and Jeers of our imagi- 
nary Wits really depretiate their Characters. That 
Ancient Caution Touch not mine Anointed , and do my 
Prophets no harm, reaches our Caſe too; and tho 
ill Men forget it, good Men will obſerve it ſtrictly, 
and put it into practice. 


2. Men of Thought and Piety, when they conſider 
the Mortality of the Prophets, will learn to eſteem 
highly that Word of God which they preach'd in the time 
of their Lives. Even the Wicked Jews could receive 
the Writings of their Prophets, as Holy and of a Di- 
vine Original, when they were dead, how ill ſoever 
they had treated heir Perſons while they liv'd. 
The words of the Wiſe are as Goads, lays Solo- 
mon. They are apt to put the heavy Minds of 
Sinners into Motion, and to make them move ſwift- 
ly in the Ways of Righteouſneſs. - They 
are as Nails faſtned by the Maſters of Aſſemblies; 

—They are 'of an Uniting Holding Nature, and 
make Sound Faith and Sober Practice in the Life of 
'a Prudent Man inſeparable ; They fix Pious Notions, 
Heavenly Principles, ſo firmly in their Hearts, thar 
all the Malice of the Tempter and his Emiſſaries can 
never draw them out. And as Wiſe Men always 
love Wiſe Men, ſo they'll often meditate on their 
Remarkable Sayings, and many times look with leſs 
Prejudice on their Preſcriptions when they are out of 
the World, than they could before, 
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It often happens that the Words of Dying or of Dead 


Parents, heard by themſelves, or told them by others, 
make ſtronger Impreſſions upon the Minds of their 
Careleſs or Diſobedient Children, than their Wiſeſt 


Reproofs, or moſt Seaſonable Corrections could do 
before: And there have been Variſboners, who, during. 


the Natural Lives of their Paſtors, have been ſtubborn. 


and inflexible, and yet their Hearts have relented a 
little when they have heard them repeating their former 
Doctrines with their Dying Breath, or have received 
them as Legaczes bequeath'd ro them for their Uſe and 
Benefit afterwards. St. Paul, when he was going up 
from Miletus to Feruſalem, and told the Elders conven'd 
then and there, according to his Order, that He 


knew that all thoſe among whom he had gone preaching the 


Goſpel ſhould ſee his face no more, and that Af- 
ter his departure grievous Wolves ſhould enter in among 
them, not ſparing the Flock, and that 
Even from among themſelves, Men ſhould riſe ſpeaking 
perverſe things, to draw Diſciples after them As 
a Preventive to that Miſchief which might grow from 
thence, he bids them Therefore to watch, and to 


remember, That, by the ſpace of three years, he had not A: -». 


ceaſed to warn them night and day with tears. 
And no doubt but this Remembrance would fortifie 
them againſt thoſe Temptations to Schiſm, Hereſie or 
Apoſtacy, which they might meer with. Truth authen- 
tically delivered is an Infallible Antidote againſt Falſe 
Doctrine; Good Principles well received and well remem- 
bred, will keep the Head right, and make the Heart 
ſound. 


St. Peter 
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St. Peter took the ſame Care, writing his Second Epiſtle 
for that very End, that, after his Deceaſe, they might 
have thoſe things in their remembrance, which he and others 
had preached to them in the Name of Chriſt. And this Care 
was both kind and reaſonable; for while my Teacher lives, 


I may conſult him perſonally in any Emergent Difficulty ; 


when he's dead, I can have recourſe to nothing but his 
Writings, if he leaves any, or to a Recollection of what I 


have formerly heard him preach; with reſpect to which 
a Prudent Growing Chriſtian will be like the Careful Mer- 
chant, able, in an Exigence, to bring out of his Treaſures 


things both new and old. The Good Pariſbioner will gather 


up all ſuch Fragments for his own uſe, and when he ru— 
minates on them, he'll think he ſtill holds Converſation 
with his once Faithful and Beloved Inſtructor ; he ſees 
all the Lineaments of his Mind, in the Gravity and Uſe- 
fulneſs of his Counſels ; and when he conſiders that he 
ſhall meet his Paſtor once again at that Dreadful Tribunal, 
he'll endeavour to live up to that Doctrine which he has 


heard from him, that neglected Truth may never riſe | 


againſt him to his Condemnation. 


This too is the Comfort of a Dying Miniſter of Chriſt ; 
That he has not laboured altogether in vain, but that 


what he has Prayed and Studhed hard for, that he might | 
firſt underſtand it well himſelf, and then be able ro preach | 


ir to others, has not been as Good Seed, flown only upon | 


High-ways, or on Rocks, or on Thorny Grounds, but that 
there's reaſonable hope thar ſome of it at leaſt may bring 
forth Fruit even to an hundred fold. It encourages a Living 
Man to ice thoſe of his own Cure, whoſe Souls hunger and 
thirſt after Righteouſneſs, very early and very attentive 
to hear that Word of God which he ſpeaks; and that he 
can conclude, without Preſumption, that God will make 
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ule ot him, tho a Man compaſs d with abundance of In- 
firmities, as an Inſtrument for the Salvation of ſome Sin- 
ners; and a truly Faithful Tender Shepherd thinks himſelf 
more honour'd in ſuch a Cale, than a Triumphant General 
is, when loaded with all the Lawrels he has acquiredjby 
the Nobleſt Conduct, and the moſt unqueſtionable Victo- 
ries: Nor can he ever reſign his Breath with greater in- 
ward fatisfaftion, than when he knows he ſhall uſe it no 
more, till preſenting his Flock before his All-knowing 
Judge, he ſhall ſurrender his Charge with ſuch 
Words as theſe Lo! I and Thoſe whom thou haſt 
given me | 


3- The Religious and Thoughtful Man, when he ſees that 
Prophets muſt die as well as others, will be kind to their Me- 
mories. Good Men will always Remember thoſe who have 
been over them in the Lord, and will honour them for their 
Works ſake, Whether Ungrateful Men are pleas d, or not, 
The Memory of the Juſt will be bleſſed, their Bones ſhall flou- 
riſh out of their Graves, and thoſe who have turn'd many 
to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever and ever : 
This ſhall be their Reward from God, Now Good Men 
will always imitate their God, and therefore they'll em- 
balm the Names of his Deceas'd Ambaſſadors with all the 
Sweet Gums and Fragrant Odors of Gratitude and Vene- 
ration. My Paſtor's Errand was from God to Me, and I 
know not. what Pains and Study it might colt him to find 
our the Will of God, and to cloath it in ſuch acceptable 


| Words as might make a Juſt Impreſſion upon my Mind. 


The Embaſſy which he delivered carried Love and Recon- 
ciliation to me a Miſerable Sinner in it, and I can't tell 
what Pangs his Pious Soul, his Yerning Bowels might 
ſeel on my account, and that he might ſee Chriſt form d 

int 
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in me; and now God has call'd him to reſt for ever from 
his Labours, nd ſhall not I bleſs his Memory, recollect 
his Name and Words with plealuce, and always praiſe 
my God for his Goodneſs in ſending his Miniſter to preach 
Peace and Salvation, thro' Feſw Chriſt, to my otherwiſe 
periſhing Soul. 

We have indeed too many of thoſe Midnight Wolves 
who tear the Bodies of God's Saints out of their Graves, 
and prey, as far as their Savage Nature can carry them, 
on the moſt Sacred Reputations; while Others, of the ſame 
Leaven, endeavour to raiſe Pyramids to the Memories of 
ſuch as, really, were not worthy of the World. Hence the 
Names of Holy Martyrs are prophan'd ; and we have 
New Legends of the Lives and Actions of ſuch Saints as the 
Church of Rome have canoniz'd of late Years, and ſuch 
Martyrologies as would make a Wiſe Man ſick of that for- 
merly Venerable Name. Such Writers are, above all, 
unmerciful to the Reputation of a Pious and Regular Cler- 
gyman of our Eſtabliſhd Church; they'll ſtrive who ſhall 
throw the moſt Filth on their Monuments, and make 
more of One fingle Flaw in their Lives, than of a 7hou- 
ſand Worthy Actions and Noble Endeavours in the Service 
of Virtue and Religion. But True Chriſtians are of ano- 
ther Temper, and will cover the [yfirmitizes of Humane 
Nature in l, and eſpecially in their Teachers, with the 
Veil of Charity; they ll bury their Failures in the ſame 
Grave with them, vindicate them from the Vile Aſperſi- 
ons of Men of Envenom'd Hearts and Pens, and ſet cut 
all their Virtues in their Native Dreſs : By ſuch a Pra- 
Rice they do Juſtice to the Memories of the Deceas'd, 
and Honour to that Religion which they profeſs'd. A- 
bove all, they'll carefully ſtop the Progreſs of zhoſe Lies 
which the Sons of Darkneſs forge in ſecret, and vent, as 


they 
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chey find an opportunity, to blaſt the moſt deſerving Re- 


putations. 


This Carriage becomes Men and Chriſtians, and they 
have little pretence to either Character who arc faulty 
here. That Labour of Love in which the Miziſters of 
Chriſt are exerciſed, deſerves the kindeſt Remembran- 
ces. If the Afhes of thoſe who leave us Temporal Eſtates 
merit Civility, certainly thoſe who have made us Parta- 
kers of their Spiritual Good Things, and haveendeavour'd 
to bring us to an Eternal Inberitance, may claim greater 
Acknowledgments. None ſhow themſelves more improv d 
by the Inſtructions of their Deceaſed Paſtors, than ſuch as re- 
verence their Office, meditate on, and obey their Dotrines, 
and love their Memories, 

I doubt not bur Narrow Souls may think to build up 
their Own Characters by detracting from that of our Dear 
Deceaſed Brother, the late Worthy Rector of this Pariſh. 
The Servant is not above his Maſter, nor muſt a Chri- 
ſtian expect better Meaſure than his Saviour. Yet our 
Brother's Character will bear the Teſt, even in ſuch an 
Age as this, whether we conſider him as a Man of - Libe-- 
ral Education, as a Chriſtian, as a Friend, or as One intruſt- 
ed with the Cure of Souls. 


1. As a Man of Liberal Education; he was. of a Hu- 
mour altogether Civil and Gentile, he had ſeen much of 


the World, and had the opportunity of viewing Pagan 


and Mubammedan Virtues in their beſt Dreſſes: This 


made him the more ſenſible of the Adyantages of his 
own Birth, and how much Chriſtianity, when heartily 


embrac'd, tends, above all other Schemes of Religion, 
to the Improvement of Human Nature. His Temper 


made him above the little Arts of Fawning * ; 
D and 


unerat Sermon, &. 


and all thoſe Flatteries which zhe Sons of Earth enſlave 
themſelves to: This might make him appear as haughty 
and moroſe to ſome ; and others might think him ſo too, 
becauſe he was not ſo free or forward in Diſcourſe as 
many are; but thoſe who knew him intimately, found 
him always of an obliging Carriage, and free and eaſie 
in Converſation as themſelves could wiſh : He had 
obſerv'd that Too much Familiarity breeds Contempt ,- yet 
he never ſhow'd himſelf ſtiff or inſolent to the Meaneſt; 
and that Too much Severity is odious, yet would he not 
therefore ſervilely or baſely creep to the Greateſt. He 
had the Paſſions of a Man, but he had them under 
government; and the Accompliſhments of à Gentleman, 
ſuch as Good Learning, 'a Ready Apprehenſion, a 
well weighed Judgment, but without either Pride et 
AﬀeRation. In a Word, he was one who would 


have paſs'd for a Good Man, even before 


Life and Immortality were brought to light by the Ge- 
el. : | BY 33 f E 


2. If we conſider our Brother as a Cbriſtian; he 
embraced the Doctrine of Salvation through Jeſus 
Chriſt with all his Heart. What he had feen 
abroad had convinced him of the Trasſceudent 
Excellency of the Chriſtian Faith; and though he 
could not but make ſad Reflections ſometimes on 
the Degeneracy of the Believing World, when he 
mentioned the Generous Way, and ſtrict Juſtice of 
many who were wholly unacquainted with the Writs 
ten Word of God; yet ſuch Obſervation ' never 
ſhock'd his Faith, or made him think the 65 peel 
a needleſs Diſpenſation ; for though too few now-a· days 
endeavour to live up to the Rules of it, yet 
STI > ͤ Þ Jo lr „ 51.4 aphere 
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where any do ſo, as in. better Ages great numbers 
did, their Lives outſhine. thoſe of the moſt Polite 
Heathens ,, as far as Gold docs Copper, or the rich- 
eſt Diamond does the Brifto/-Stone. As a Chriſtian, 
he had always a juſt Awe of the Majeſty of God 
upon his Soul; he never could find out that Reaſon 
which ſo many Atheiſts boaſt of, why he ſhould not 
believe that the Son of God was true God, and Equal 
with his Father, and therefore he depended on Him 
alone for Salvation: Nor could he ever queſtion the 
Being , or the Divine Nature of the Holy Spirit, and 
therefore he expected Comfort, Afiſtance, and Iuward 
Sandification from him. He never was fond of a Dif 
putatious Humour, though he would ſometimes de- 
bate Theological Points with warmth and cagernelſs 
enough; but he ever thought the Praftifug Chriſti- 


an the beſt Chriſtian, though he might perhaps be 


unable to carry on an Argument, He believed a 
Sound Faith to be neceſſary in all ſuch as ſhould be 
Aaved , but never believed that Faith was ſound: which 


did not work by Love. He had a great deal of Cha- 


rity for ſuch as differ d from him in any particular 


Opinion, but did not think fit to ſuſpend his own 
more Regular Practice, becauſe he would not abſe- 
lately condemn theirs. He was, as a Chriſtian, a 


Lover of: that Order of Divine Service ſettled in the 


Eſtabliſh d Church; whoſe Principles, as they gene- 
rally infuſe Goodneſs and Beneficence into ſuch as 


heartily embrace them, ſo he, as far 2s I could: 


ever obſerve, in obedience to the Tendries of his 
Holy Mother, made it his Buſineſs to do Good 0 
4 He tenderly conſider d the Poor, the Fatherleſs, 
the Midom, and. all that were in want, according. to 


D 2 his. 
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tlie ſame Compaſſion; and many, I'm afraid, will 
dearly miſs his Charitable Hand and Help to ſupport 
them. He thought himſelf exempt from no Chriſtian. 
Duty, he was for Uniform Piety as well as Uniform 
Devotion, and labour'd to be a Chriſtian not in Word 
only, but in Deed and in Truth. 


3. If we conſider our Brother as a Friend, he was 
very ſincere, his Heart and Tongue always went to- 
gether: He did not confine his Friendſhip to Em- 
pty Wiſhes, bur he ſhow'd it in Deeds, and in a 
Conſtant Readineſs to ſerve thoſe for whom he had 
conceived a Kindneſs. As he was no Hatterer him- 
ſelf, ſo he ſeem'd to have a particular regard to the 
fame Unfawning and Downright Humour in others. 
Where he loy'd he would reproye and adviſe as well 
as encourage; and as hed receive the Rebukes of 
his Friends with a great deal of patience, ſo he'd 
give them to his Friends with a juſt mixture of 
Plainneſs and Civility. The Misfortunes of others 
he was always very ſenſible of, whether they were 
from the immediate hand of God, or their own 
miſmanagement , and he would neither inſult ſuch 
himſelf, nor could he patiently hear them inſulted 
others. He was always true to the Credit and Re- 
putation of his Friends, and would vindicate thoſe 
in their Abſence whom elſewhere, it may be, he did 
not think altogether blameleſs. He was true to his 
Duty in every Relation in which he ſtood to others, 
as a Zusband, a Brother, a Kinſman ; and, in his Laſt 
Sickneſs, he could not forget ſuch as were like to 
want him, but put his Friends in mind of "_ 
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others had promis d to ſome in Diſtreſs, and begg d 5 
that they would ſtir them up ſeaſonably to make good 
|} their Charitable Reſolutions. | 


| 4. If we confider Him as Entruſted with the Cure of 
Souls, as a Prieſt of the Eſtabliſh'd Church of Exg- 
| © land; He was a true Son of His Holy Mother, Con- A 
© formable to her Rules, and too Zealous for her Ho- 
| _ nour, to betray. her to her Enemies by His own. 
| Lukewarmneſs and Indifterence. In the late Great 
Revolution, He provd Himſelf a Wiſe and a Confide- 
f rate Man, by not being too haſty to ſwallow every 
thing propos'd in an inſtant; and an Honeſt Man, by 
being faithful afterward to what He had, upon De- 
| liberation, ſubmitted to. He was not Ambitions of 
| Great Preferments, tho' He wanted not Opportunities 
to put Himſelf forward: He was ſatisfy'd with the 
| Care of this Pariſh, and thought the Burden of it 
enough for His ſhoulders, who thought ſeriouſly on 
; that Great Account He ſhould give at laſt. You had 
the Strength of His Age and Studies, and He was 
not a Careleſs Provider for His Flock. He affected 
not the Empty Show of Profound but Uſeleſs Learn- 
ing: And if you had Wholſome Food, tho' it were 
plain, He knew very well that ſuch was beſt for 
you. | He Jabour'd under many and ſevere Bodily 
' Diſtempers, ſuch as hindted Him from doing ſo much 
as. He would ; but they made Him the more cir- 
ct in what He did. He was not either afraid 
or afham'd to ſpeak Truth; nor would He ſmother jt 
to promote any ſeeming Worldly Intereſt. © What He 
Preach'd was lis Own', digeſted firſt in His, own 
Thoughts, not borrow'd lazily from the a of 
* others; 
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others; for He taught you only what He knew and 

what He belicv'd Himſelf. He was. free and. Com- 

municative of His own Notions to others, and neyer 
thought it beneath him to learn of others what, it 

may be, He had not met with in the Courſe of 

his own Studies. And it was His Comfort at laſt, 
a Cor. 1. that with * * * He could rejoice in guy , the 
F Teſtimony of bis Conſcience , that in fimplicity and godl 
= „ not with fleſbly wiſdom , 2 by the 5 if 4 
God, he had had bis Converſation in the World, and 
more abundantly toward you. You had His Labours, 
and you had His Life, and have his Example to 
follow, not a Vicious, but a Sober, Edifying, In- | 
ſtructive Example, and Agreeable both to His Chrz- 
ſtian Profeſſion, and 0 His Prieſtiy Office. 


. 
* 


When He came to his laſt and fatal Sickneſs, He 
had more juſt Apprehenſions of it, than He ordinari- 
ly expreſt, and even under the flattering Probabili- 
ties of a Recovery, could not but ſometimes inti> | 

1 mate his Real Expectation of a Change; yet He was | 
no way terrified with it, but very frequent in the 
Praiſes of that God who had led him ſo gently thro! | 
the Mazes of Common Life, and had given him ſo ma- 
ny repeated Evidences of his Goodneſs: in this Sick- 
neſs. The Severities of the Remedies made uſe of, 
did not make him repine at God's Hand, but He ap- 
pear'd ſo abſolutely refgud ro his Will, that I neven 
ſaw any Man more ſo. His Ejaculations, his Prayers, 
his Praiſes, were frequent, fervent, and very. humble; 

| His Courage was ſuch as became One who had ſo 

| oft encouraged others againſt. the Fear of Death. 

The laſt Things He utter d, to be underſtood, were 
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Prayers to that God in whoſe Everlaſting Arms He 


1 now reſts, and with whom we all hope, when God 

1 ſhall call us out of this ſinful World, to ſing Eter. 

1 nal Praiſes to our Creator, our Redeemer, our Santti- 

It fer, Three Perſons but One Immortal God: To whom be 

f given all Honour, Glory, Praiſe, Power, Might, Maje- 

, ” fly, and Dominion, now, henceforth and for ever! 4. 
* men | Amen. a e 804 ra 
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